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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

This week, the DfE and the local health protection team have issued updated advice for 

schools. The guidance removes much of the legal restrictions around COVID, but asks schools 

to continue to work in the best interests of pupils, children, staff and families.  

 

Throughout this pandemic, we have always put the health and safety of the school community 

at the heart of all decisions made. Whilst our experience as a school community supports the 

governments assertion that the risk of severe illness (hospitalisation) to children and fully 

vaccinated adults remains low, COVID has had a significant impact here at Stalmine. We are 

aware of a number of children, families and staff who suffered when positive, and many took 

weeks to fully recover. We also have a number of vulnerable members within our school 

community. Last term was our most difficult yet, not only in terms of cases but the greatest 

challenge being keeping the school open due to the health and subsequently availability of 

staff. For this reason, despite changes to the legal requirements, we are looking to adopt a 

cautionary approach as we move forward.  

 

Key points moving forward: 

 

- Ventilation will remain a key part of our strategy to reduce the risk of infection 

- Allowing face coverings to be worn by staff and visitors if they choose to do so 

- Encouraging everyone to wash their hands regularly 

- Enhanced cleaning will be retained to reduce the risk of infection 

 

From Friday 24th February 

- Adults and children who have tested positive will still be required to stay at home and 

avoid contact with other people for at least 5 full days (the day of the test is day 0) and 

then continue to follow the guidance until they have received two negative test results on 

consecutive days.  

 

- If children are symptomatic in school, they will be sent home and required to test and 

remain off school for at least 5 full days (the day of the onset of symptoms is day 0). 

 

- For as long as they are able to obtain Lateral Flow Tests, staff will be able to continue 

testing twice weekly.  
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- Children absent from school with coronavirus will be recorded the same way as all other 

illnesses.  

 

- School will move slowly and cautiously to a return to mixing the full school together. We 

have already started to have Key Stage Assemblies, mixed lunchtimes, mixed playtimes and 

mixed school trips. It’s wonderful to see a glimmer of our old school back again. 

 

From Friday 1st April 

- Free mass testing will end. This obviously has implications for everyone but schools in 

particular. In removing restrictions and testing, the government has placed great emphasis 

on personal responsibility, so when deciding whether your child should attend school, 

please use the same judgement as you would for any other infectious condition.  

 

- Staff and pupils with COVID symptoms will be asked to exercise personal responsibility 

and remain home for at least 5 full days. (Day of first symptom is day 0). If they have no 

temperature / fever on day 6, then they will be able to return to school.  

 

- Children and staff displaying symptoms will be sent home in the same way as the onset of 

any other illnesses. They will then need to remain home for at least 5 full days.  

 

 

Thank you for all your support this past two years. We have all experienced this pandemic in 

very different ways, with very different challenges and I know some of you find this change 

daunting, whereas others embrace it fully.  Working together, as we have done throughout the 

pandemic, will enable us to return to normality as smoothly as possible. We are excited to get 

back to our ‘freedom’ but believe we must do so in a manner and timeframe that supports and 

protects the whole Stalmine community.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

H. Binns 

 

Miss H Binns 

Headteacher  

 

 

  

 
 


